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THE LOST BOY: what we've learned from the teen
who died on a B.C. glacier 200 years ago
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THIS OLD HOUSE

RENOVATION

G reen-minded homeowners take
note: affordable energy retrofits are
'l-'ll']thl” fL':lC]'I.. CWETN Fﬂ'“' d n'll'-'[}' M i_l._‘lrl._-li.'lr['l.l.l'j'
homes. The Now House, an innovative
retrofit project in Toronto’s Topham Park
neighbourhood, turned an energy-suck-
]“?‘_ -HLT'.J”:':I l":.:"rﬂ “'I'i.l. 1'-."':"'.1.r-t:nt ]'I.I:'I me in [ir a
maodel of efficiency thar generates almost
as much energy as it uses, proving that
}'l.ll..l dll".[ I'IL'L'd. o t]lli]ﬂ,l TRCW [ EI_’] grL"i._'I'I.

There are nearly one million wartime
houses across the country (four million
in the United Seates), and the so-called
Victory Homes are perfect candidares for
green retrofits, says Lorraine Gauthier,
[]1'.' H';F'l'l-' H‘I.:ll.l."iL' I':IT': lil..'l:.'[ Flr{'ﬁil{l..'l“..

Originally meant to provide temporary
housing for war-effort factory workers, the
800-t0-1,100-square-foor bungalows and
|. !". ‘.‘-[ﬂl‘L‘}' COl [-'I.},‘"ﬂ."l'l- 1.|l.|i1_'l':|:||' I.-H,"';..'ﬂ,n'll.',' ﬁ:ﬁ;{lln..'.s
in Canada’s suburban landscape. Large
lots, winding streets and small bur effi-
cient Hoor plans made the mass-produced
and sometimes prefab homes artractive to
thousands of returning veterans, as well as
new immigrants and, later, baby boomers
pining for a piece of suburbia.

Bur with minimal insulation, outdared
h'i.'i.:l.[il'l_g h:'.'h'L']'[]:‘n- ill'l.l:,'l II:."..'I |"::|| “'iﬂ I.,'Iﬂ“‘“&.\, []'l_l.,'
homes are showing their age, contribut-
ing an estimated 9.7 million tonnes of

The original Now House community (seLow), and drawn by neighbourhood kids (Tor).

ercenhouse gasses per house annually.

Retrohtting wartime homes alone could
meet three percent of Canada’s Kyoto
Protocol commirments.

Thart's where the Now House comes
i.].l.- .'&Lil'l'llll'lg I'-l:'llf NG O {'“I;_"[g:f COsLs,
the plans include improvements that
will decrease the home's greenhouse-gas
emissions by nearly 60 percent (down
E."-‘.; [N nes -'I.I'II'IiJ;iIl_'l-':l- :‘i-l.l:'il'l [l"ld: ﬂnnuﬂl
natural-gas bill to $227 (from $1,267)
and hook rooftop solar photovolraic
panels into the city'’s hydro grid to offser
any lingering energy costs.

With a budget of $85,000 and a
four-month timeling, the Now House
project team reinvigorated the house
from the foundation to the peak of irs
steep-sloped roof, “Although we didn't
hi[ NEAr £Ero L'Ilﬂ.'fg:'.' HyE, W CAIME ".'I.,'r:L'
close,” says Gaurhier. “But we're hitting
[ICAr fero I..'I'Il.'."rg}' .:'ﬂ‘_l:.!'.“

-\Hhﬂ.' I'I‘l]i"'L':'i OWINCTS l:'l'l'- :I.gil'lg h{:lll'_';l;'ﬁ.
will see thar they, too, can make simple
changes that can have a major impact on
the environment and their annual energy
bills. As fuel prices rise, the greening of
existing homes will become an important
factor for i1[:lj'|!]1,.'|.1l,l:l.';'m,

"We see the Now House as a waly of
helping to maintain communiries,” says
Gauthier. “There are a million opportuni-
ties across the country to do this again.”

Blake Eligh
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